
 

Ontario Auditor’s Report 
on VAW Services 

 

The provincial Auditor’s report on VAW services was 
released in December 2013. For further details, the 
report can be accessed through the following link: 
www.auditor.on.ca/en/reports_en/en13/310en13.
pdf. 
 

In response, the BBW Network should look for 
opportunities to talk together about how to inform 
future directions, stimulate vigorous dialogue across 
the province … and take action. 
 
If you haven’t already done so, please circulate this 
information among your VAWCC members.  
 

Update to the Fall 2013 
BBW Newsletter 

 
In the Fall 2013 newsletter (page 11), the OCRCC 
article reported a 2/3 conviction rate on sexual 
assault cases (only half receive a jail term) – as cited 
in a 1998 research paper. More recent research by 
Holly Johnson sets the conviction rate at 25%:  
 

In reality, the majority of all reported sexual assault 
cases are simply not reported at all (less than 10%)1 
– and those that are reported are not always 
resolved through the criminal justice system. It is 
estimated that only about 25% of those initially 
charged with sexual assault actually see convictions. 
 

This is a very important statistic, and the OCRCC will 
use Johnson’s research in the future. 
 
www.vawlearningnetwork.ca/sites/learningtoend
abuse.ca.vawlearningnetwork/files/LN_Newsletter
_May_2012_Issue_1.pdf 

Reference: 
 
1 METRAC. Sexual Assault Statistics Sheet, page 1. 
 
(www.metrac.org/resources/downloads/sexual.assault.
statistics.sheet.pdf) 
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ALL OUR SISTERS Conference 

 
 

  
  
 
Shelley Yeo, Co-Chair 
 

WOMEN'S COMMUNITY ACTION NETWORK: 
Five Reasons Why We Don’t Want an Ontario Election 

 
1. An election is costly and would likely to result in another minority government. 
2. We have 10 years of investments in Ontario’s violence action-plans. To realize an optimal return on these 

investments, we need to take the next step – not start again from a new political agenda. 
3. The next step is a comprehensive, provincial strategy that builds on past investments. All political parties 

should support this. 
4. All political parties must strive to make minority governments work through collaboration, civility, 

transparency, and accountability. 
5. It’s the 21st century! We should expect more from ourselves and our leaders regarding how we can work 

together to end violence in relationships. We need leadership at all levels of society! 
 
We currently have a Premier who has publicly stated that she is committed to social justice and gender 
equality. If not NOW, when? 
 
The WOMEN'S COMMUNITY ACTION NETWORK (WOMEN CAN) connects women in London and the surrounding 
community (and others interested in promoting women’s interests) with an interactive forum on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/groups/196177863690) and an e-mail list for sharing information on events and ideas. 
 
Whether or not there is an election, violence is a non-partisan issue that impacts the whole society, with 
cascading and intergenerational human and economic costs. It is everyone’s issue. Now is the time to meet 
with your local politicians in all parties to ask them to work together for the people of Ontario. Every party 
should have a platform on ending violence against women and children. 

ALL OUR SISTERS is a “National Network on Women and Homelessness”. The 
Network is hosting its second conference in London, Ontario, from May 12 
to 14, 2014. This forum has been designed in consultation with women 
with lived experience of homelessness and/or who have been at risk of 
homelessness. Gender-specific issues of homelessness and women, 
building safe communities, and creating a movement of change across the 
country will be addressed during the forum. It will be a remarkable event.  
 

The 2011 conference brought 118 marginalized women from all over the 
country to participate in a three-day event. I hope you will think about 
coming in 2014; and if you, your organization, or community can make a 
donation – please do! The money allows women without resources to 
attend. The goal this year is to bring 150 women to the conference. ALL OUR 

SISTERS reminds us why we do the hard work of social change. Events like 
this bring us together to remember and recharge. I hope to see you there! 
For further information, check out the website at:  www.alloursisters.ca.  
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/196177863690
http://www.alloursisters.ca/
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Trillium Project 

 
I am working with Margaret MacPherson and Colleen Purdon on this outstanding project – funded by the 
ONTARIO TRILLIUM FOUNDATION (OTF) – to connect the 49 Ontario VAWCCs, and turn ripples into waves. The 
“Building a Bigger Wave” concept was launched with the Forum in 2011, and the current project’s goal is to 
continue that momentum and forge ahead in creating connectivity for the purpose of sharing and advocacy.  
 
But, how to start where we left off in 2011? Relationships matter; and with that in mind, we started on a 
mission to reach out and begin strengthening our relationships with you – by gathering stories and 
information from each of our 49 VAWCCs. We did this by picking up the phone (Yes, we still say pick up the 
phone!) and calling each committee to hear what was happening in respective regions. 
 
We asked questions about every committee’s structure, website, meeting frequency, community 
participants, challenges, and achievements. Your answers surprised and energized us!  Whether in isolation 
or collaboration, all of you had stories to tell about how you artfully continue to engage your communities in 
VAW issues. Some of the things we learned through connecting with you include the following: 
 

 Food is the way to encourage engagement (including breakfast meetings!). 
 

 Nobody, I mean nobody – meets in July and August (nor December, for most). 
 

 “A committee website is crucial.”; “A website is useless.” 
 

 elected and rotating chairs; same chair since the dinosaurs 
 

 membership fees as high as $150.00 a year; no membership fee ever 
 

 “Building a Bigger Wave” updates are provided at each meeting; What is BBW?  
 

 the crown attends; never see the crown (N.B., some areas have other committees where they 
connect with Justice partners) 

 

 Everyone agreed they want to connect and share with other VAWCCs! 
 
In the early stages of our collaboration and network building we have been overwhelmed by the passion and 
energy each of you have for the people you support, and for your desire to share your stories and grow the 
“wave”.  We will summarize that information that has been gathered and put it on the BBW website for you 
to view. 
 

“Life always organizes as networks of relationships, spinning dense webs that can’t be 
disentangled. As we organize, we need to keep inquiring into the quality of our relationships. 
How much access do we have to one another? How much trust exists among us? Who else 
needs to be in the room?” A Simpler Way (Margaret J. Wheatley & Myron Kellner-Rogers, 1996) 

 
Lisa Widdifield, 
BBW TRILLIUM PROJECT TEAM 
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Marginalization of Women and Women’s Issues 
Runs from the Ground Up Into the Government 

 
 
In the same way that women are marginalized in society, so too are the government departments that are 
tasked with providing women’s services marginalized in the general bureaucracy. 
 
For example, the VICTIMS AND VULNERABLE PERSONS DIVISION (VVPD) is a small division that is set in the huge 
MINISTRY OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. The ONTARIO WOMEN’S DIRECTORATE (OWD) is an even smaller department in 
a large, catch-all ministry that includes also Tourism. The MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL SERVICES is the 
only large ministry which provides these services; but is stretched to hold pieces of the VAW portfolio 
alongside so many other complex and intersecting social issues. Each department operates without an 
overarching strategy to align different initiatives. If there is coordination or integration happening between 
the funders, it is invisible to us in community. 
 
The recent “Provincial Auditor’s Report” shows quite clearly that the business imperative is about managing 
transfer-payment agencies, not about reducing/ending violence. If we are going to be successful in 
advancing an economic argument for why violence prevention needs to be a non-partisan, political priority 
in Ontario and Canada, one way that we will know things are changing is if the structure of government is 
transformed to reflect this priority. 
 
Prior to the Harris years, the ONTARIO WOMEN’S DIRECTORATE had more  power and influence, and 
worked collaboratively with community stakeholders. Funding reductions to the OWD have never been 
restored, in   much the same way as many Ontario AWV  agencies have never recovered from the deep cuts 
made by the  Harris government. We really do need a vision of new possibilities. 
 
We could look to Newfoundland and Labrador as one example of progressive change. They are more than 
six years into a process which sets  violence prevention as a political priority. The bureaucracy was 
restructured to place the WOMEN’S POLICY OFFICE (WPO) directly under the Executive Branch of the provincial 
government. The WPO is supported by a table of Deputy Ministers (DMs) from relevant ministries. This 
means that women’s issues have a top spot in the hierarchy, and integrated power through the DMs to 
drive policy and programs throughout these ministries. 
 
Policy and program decisions are also filtered through a gender lens. The Director of the WPO, Michelle 
Smith, was an executive director of a sexual assault centre – so she understands the importance and role of 
community stakeholders as valued partners. While it is unlikely that they have it all figured out, there are 
critical structural differences that do create a working model for discussions of change in Ontario. 
 
The SWRCC wants to invite representatives from Newfoundland to come to Ontario and share their 
experiences. 
 
Stay tuned. 
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Prostitution in Canada 

 
 

On December 20, 2013, in the case of Bedford v. Attorney General of Canada, the SUPREME COURT OF CANADA 
(SCC) ruled in a 9-0 decision that three CRIMINAL CODE prostitution-related offences (activities related to 
brothels or "bawdy houses”, procuring and living on the avails of prostitution, and communicating in a public 
place for the purposes of prostitution) are unconstitutional. 
 
Writing for the unanimous decision, Chief Justice Beverly McLachlin stated that "Parliament has the power 
to regulate against nuisances, but not at the cost of the health, safety, and lives of prostitutes” (SCC, 
paragraph 136). 
 
These laws were not struck down immediately; but, parliament was given one year to update them in 
accordance with the ruling. The judgement may be accessed on the SUPREME COURT OF CANADA website at: 
http://scc-csc.lexum.com/scc-csc/scc-csc/en/item/13389/index.do?r=AAAAAQAHYmVkZm9yZAAAAAAB. 
 
As part of the updating process, the GOVERNMENT OF CANADA has undertaken a number of activities to seek 
and obtain input from both experts and citizens. For example, from February 17th to March 17th, the 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE CANADA initiated a public-consultation opportunity on its website. 
 
Included in the online process was a brief discussion paper, followed by some consultation questions. 
Further details can be found at: www.justice.gc.ca/eng/cons/curr-cours/proscons-conspros/index.html. 
 
Information from the website reveals that, internationally, prostitution is generally treated in one of three 
ways: 
 

 De-criminalization/Legalization: Jurisdictions such as Germany, the Netherlands, New Zealand, and 
Australia have decriminalized and regulated prostitution. 

 

 Prohibition: All states in the United States, with the exception of the state of Nevada, prohibit both the 
purchase and the sale of sexual services, as well as the involvement of third parties (e.g., pimps) in 
prostitution. 

 

 Abolition (the "Nordic Model"): Sweden, Norway, and Iceland have adopted a criminal-law response 
that seeks to abolish the exploitation of persons through prostitution by criminalizing those who exploit 
prostitutes (i.e., clients and third parties) and decriminalizing the prostitutes themselves. These 
countries have also implemented social programs (e.g., exit strategies and support services) to help 
people leave prostitution. 

 
Canada's current approach is a hybrid of de-criminalization and prohibition – prostitution itself is legal, but 
almost all activities associated with prostitution are criminalized. A similar approach is taken in England, 
Ireland, and Scotland. 
 
 
 

http://scc-csc.lexum.com/scc-csc/scc-csc/en/item/13389/index.do?r=AAAAAQAHYmVkZm9yZAAAAAAB
http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/cons/curr-cours/proscons-conspros/index.html
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PROSTITUTION IN CANADA (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5) 

 
THE ARGUMENTS: 
 
Those in favour of de-criminalization begin with the premise that is it possible for adults to consent to the 
exchange of money for sexual activity. They contend that, when prostitution is both legal and freely chosen, 
prostitutes should have the ability and legal right to make their work as safe as possible. Most agree that 
some regulation is necessary – including the registration of those who wish to purchase sex. They further 
posit that prostitution can never be eliminated and that worker rights and safety should be of paramount 
concern in regulating prostitution. 
 
Supporters of prohibition basically believe that the buying and selling of sexual activity is wrong for a 
variety of reasons that vary across time and place. Prohibitionists contend that the sale and purchase of sex 
is generally immoral and/or an abuse of human rights. They make a number of claims – including that idea 
that prostitution (and its associated activities) is related to a number of other social ills and that it violates 
community standards. They also believe that the criminalization of prostitution has some deterrent effect 
that will lessen the presence of this activity. 
 
Those in favour of abolition contend that prostitution – the transaction of money for sexual activity – is 
inherently harmful and exploitative, and that the vast majority, if not all, of prostitution is forced. Some 
abolitionists promote the “Nordic Model” as a step to abolition. This model criminalizes the procurement, 
purchase, pimping, and pandering of sex (rather than the sale of sex), and ideally contains provisions and 
resources that will enable those working in the sex trade to leave it. Abolitionists believe that prostitution 
can, and should, be eliminated altogether. 
 
To be clear, the provisions in Canadian law (i.e., regarding bawdy houses, the avails of prostitution, and 
communication in public places regarding prostitution) remain in effect for the time being; yet, the SCC has 
given parliament one year to respond to the ruling with new legislation. At this critical juncture, advocates 
for women have an historic opportunity to inform this process. 
 
Because there are a number of ways to think about and respond to this issue, there are also clearly 
different desired outcomes. However, the government has essentially already indicated the direction it 
favours, in statements from the justice minister and even in the nature of the consultation questions it has 
asked. 
 
The task for us – women’s advocates – is to inform this stage of the process, and ensure that as many 
women’s voices as possible are included. We also need the best feminist minds in Canada to be consulted, 
and taken seriously; but, before that can occur, they must find some common ground. We know they care 
about women. None of us would be in this field of work if we didn’t. That’s a start … but we need more. 
 
It is critical that those who we trust to speak for us as women and women’s advocates think strategically 
together, and generate constructive, informed, and compelling input into this consultation process knowing 
that, whatever the outcome, women will be impacted. 
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Update from the 

ONTARIO COALITION OF RAPE CRISIS CENTRES 
 
ONTARIO SISTERS ORDERED TO PAY $125K FOR ALLEGING SEXUAL ABUSE: THE ONTARIO COALITION OF RAPE CRISIS CENTRES 

INTERVENES 
 
The ONTARIO COALITION OF RAPE CRISIS CENTRES (OCRCC) works toward the prevention and eradication of sexual 
assault. The Coalition recognizes that violence against women is one of the strongest indicators of prevailing 
societal attitudes towards women. Our membership includes sexual assault centres from across Ontario who 
offer counselling, information, and other support services to survivors of sexual violence. We represent 
approximately 80% of all sexual assault centres in the province. 
 
In August 2013, a case of sexual assault highlighted in the HAMILTON SPECTATOR and the TORONTO STAR came 
to our attention. We learned that in a civil case, Superior Court Judge, Andrew Goodman, ordered two 
sisters from Ancaster, Ontario, to pay their uncle $125,000 in libel damages for allegedly “falsely accusing 
him of sexually assaulting them … when they were children”. 1 
 
Judge Goodman ruled that the sisters’ memories of the incident were "not of a clear and cogent nature”.  He 
also pointed out that the women “did not file a police report and that criminal charges had not been laid”. 
As victim-survivor advocates, we note that there are many realistic reasons why victims of crime choose not 
to report to the police, or why historical memories are unclear.  
 
The erroneous belief that false allegations of sexual abuse are commonplace lurks, unspoken, beneath 
Goodman’s verdict. It echoes other myths about sexual assault, which posit that innocent men are often 
accused of sexual assault, and that women lie about it to get revenge, for their own benefit, or because they 
feel guilty about having sex.2 Not surprisingly, some media outlets regurgitated old notions and anecdotes 
which aimed to identify any woman or child who alleges abuse “as delusional, vengeful, exploitive, or an 
attention-seeker”. 3 Little was said about the realities of sexual assault reporting and our criminal justice 
system's ineffectiveness in holding offenders accountable. 
 
The OCRCC is very concerned about this ruling. It has detrimental impacts for survivors of sexual assault 
everywhere. Consequently, we decided to apply as an “Intervener” within the context of the Ancaster 
sisters’ appeal. 
 
What is an “Intervener”? 
 
In law, intervention is a procedure to allow a non-party, called an “Intervener”, to join an ongoing litigation. 
The rationale for intervention is that a judgement in a case may affect the rights of others, who ideally 
should have the right to be heard. The role of interveners is to "assist" the court in making a just decision on 
the dispute at hand. 
 
Why does the OCRCC want to intervene in this case? 
 
We can see that the ruling has profoundly-negative implications for all survivors of sexual assault.  
 

 

http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2013/09/04/barbara-kay-a-sign-of-hope-for-the-falsely-accused/
http://www.vawlearningnetwork.ca/sites/learningtoendabuse.ca.vawlearningnetwork/files/LN_Newsletter_May_2012_Issue_1.pdf
http://www.vawlearningnetwork.ca/sites/learningtoendabuse.ca.vawlearningnetwork/files/LN_Newsletter_May_2012_Issue_1.pdf
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UPDATE FROM THE ONTARIO COALITION OF RAPE CRISIS CENTRES (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7) 

 
First, the courts have an important role in supporting victims of crime; and this ruling does not align with the 
realities affecting survivors of sexual assault. Instead, it draws on misconceptions about sexual assault which 
harm survivors. 
 
Second, the message implicit in the ruling conveys a significant lack of knowledge concerning the impacts 
and contexts of sexual assault and sexual-assault reporting. These include: 
 

 Many survivors do not report due to stigma, embarrassment, self-blame, a fear of not being 
believed, and/or concern for repercussions in their personal relationships – particularly when the 
offender is a friend, family member, acquaintance, or co-worker. 

 

 Most victims of gender-based violence know the offender in some way.4 
 

 Acquaintances, friends, dates, or relatives are more likely to use tricks, verbal pressure, threats, 
negative consequences, or victim-blaming rhetoric (e.g., “You know you wanted this”; “If you tell 
about what happened here, you will be in trouble”) during episodes of sexual coercion.5 This 
inevitably impacts a survivor’s capacity to resist or report what happened. 

 

 Too often, a “victim’s apparent lack of resistance becomes the focus of assessment and 
intervention”. 6 The judge’s ruling supports this problematic approach to understanding and 
substantiating sexual violence. 

 

 False allegations of sexual assault are not a common social problem. What is a common social 
problem is that survivors of sexual assault are frequently not believed or supported when they share 
their stories. 
 

This ruling will have very negative and precedent-setting implications for survivors of sexual violence who 
choose to talk about their experiences of abuse. Now – in addition to the myriad other implications of telling 
their stories – survivors will face the real threat of being sued for libel by their offenders. We believe this will 
affect the reporting of sexual assault to police, in particular. 
 
What has the OCRCC done so far? 
 
The OCRCC has secured legal representation. We are applying to intervene in support of the appeal of this 
case. The court will decide whether or not to allow us to intervene. 
 
During the intervention process, the OCRCC will articulate the above information in the context of the case.   
 
Where are we at in the process – how’s it going in court? 
 
As all of those doing VAW work know, the court process can be a slow one. Our legal support tells us that 
we might not actually go to court to state our position on this case for many months.   
 
Even so, we appreciate folks’ interest in this case, and we promise to keep you posted on our progress.  
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 UPDATE FROM THE ONTARIO COALITION OF RAPE CRISIS CENTRES (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8) 

 
What else do allies need to know? 
 
The OCRCC represents a network of 25 sexual assault centres from all across Ontario. The Coalition is funded 
through membership fees and a few other small, project grants.  As such, we have a very modest funding 
base.   
 
If you want to support the OCRCC’s efforts in raising the $5000.00 incurred in legal fees related to this case, 
you can do so by going www.canadahelps.org/CharityProfilePage.aspx?charityID=s32280 and clicking on 
the “Donate Now” (red button) on the right-hand side. Any amount will make a difference!  
 
We’re super exited to share that we have raised about $3500.00! [as of mid-February 2014]  
 

I want to more information. Who can I contact? 
 
You can contact Nicole Pietsch, the OCRCC Coordinator: 
 
 by phone at: 1-905-299-4429  
 via e-mail at: ocrcccoordinator@hotmail.com  

 
 

References: 
 
1 CBC Hamilton. Ontario sisters must pay uncle $125k for false sex abuse claims. 

(www.cbc.ca/hamilton/news/story/2013/08/27/hamilton-ancaster-sexual-assault.html) 
 

2 SEXUAL ASSAULT CENTRE KINGSTON. Busting Myths. (www.sackingston.com/Default.aspx?pageId=857971); 
   and,  

THE LEARNING NETWORK. Overcoming Barriers and Enhancing Supportive Responses: The Research on Sexual Violence 
Against Women – A Resource Document (May 2012: 14). 
 
3 THE LEARNING NETWORK. Overcoming Barriers and Enhancing Supportive Responses: The Research on Sexual Violence 
Against Women – A Resource Document (May 2012: 17). 
 
4 CANADIAN CENTRE FOR JUSTICE STATISTICS (February 25, 2013). Measuring Violence Against Women: Statistical Trends 
(page 18). (www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2013001/article/11766-eng.pdf) 
 
5 Hakvag, H. Does Yes Mean Yes? Exploring Sexual Coercion in Normative Heterosexuality. CANADIAN WOMAN 

STUDIES/LES CAHIERS DE LA FEMME. Volume 28, Number 1 (page 122). York University Publication. 
 
6 Coates, L. and Allan Wade. “Telling it Like it Isn’t: Obscuring Perpetrator Responsibility for Violent Crime”. Discourse 
and Society 2004: 15, 503. 

 

 
 

http://www.canadahelps.org/CharityProfilePage.aspx?charityID=s32280
mailto:ocrcccoordinator@hotmail.com
http://www.cbc.ca/hamilton/news/story/2013/08/27/hamilton-ancaster-sexual-assault.html
http://www.sackingston.com/Default.aspx?pageId=857971
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2013001/article/11766-eng.pdf


 

 

Page 10 

 

Provincial VAWCC Newsletter  

Getting Through the Storm 
of Women’s Safety 

 
 
Here in Grey and Bruce County we were definitely hit with winter in January. Oh my, that lake effect can be 
quite threatening on a long drive in the dark of night. Sometimes when I head down the highway, I wonder if 
I had taken a back road would I have arrived earlier. When the snow starts swirling and pounding into the 
windshield, you question whether you should have just stayed. (Why did I leave?) I think many of you have 
been in a blinding snowstorm without being able to see much in front of you. The fear of the unknown as 
you keep going forward engulfs you, and yet you know that pulling over or turning around is also not safe. 
 
I was driving along the lake (and enjoying the calm of the falling snow) when, without warning, I was in the 
centre of a wind tunnel with the car shaking back and forth and the wind bellowing. I had no control as I 
gripped the steering wheel, and was paralyzed with fear. Not trusting my judgement (as I could not see 
anything), I put the car into park right in the middle of the road. 
 
Confused and disorientated by the storm, I felt lost and all alone. I thought, “This is it; no one is going to find 
me out here (and of course my cellphone has no service).” 
 
I needed to take a moment to think intensely on what to do next. I needed a plan. A friend once told me that 
if you cannot see in front or behind you, just look for what is beside you. I rolled down the windows to find 
the snow bank on the side of the road and search for the white line in the middle. At least I knew I was on 
the proper side of the road and kept going forward with my windows rolled down. I was cold and shivering, 
but was determined to get out of the storm. My windshield wipers kept whispering, “You can do this. You 
can do this.” 
 
Finally I did arrive at my destination. I was out of the storm and safe at last. Later friends and family would 
ask, “What took you so long to you get here?” 
 
My response to everyone was, “You really do not know what I just came through”. 
 
I learned from my experience to pay attention to weather reports before I head out in any direction. There is 
also a number that I can phone to check on the conditions and weigh my risks. The more information I have, 
the better informed I feel for making decisions. I make other preparations, as well. My bag is packed in the 
car, and I know that I have people that I can call and places to stay. 
 
Women living with the terror of the “storm” in their own homes may also fear for their lives. When you 
cannot see in front of you or behind you, look beside you to the women’s shelters in your communities. One 
of these havens will help you to get out of the storm and will provide you and your children with a safe 
place. You can also call the staff of a local, crisis-support line to assist you in weighing your risks and making 
a safety plan. You are not alone out there as you travel on this road to safety.  
 
Patty Kelly, Executive Director, 
THE WOMEN’S CENTRE GREY & BRUCE 
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 Community Projects and Updates 
 
Updates from the STOP VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN COORDINATING COMMITTEE – PERTH COUNTY: 
 
In Perth County, we celebrated the snowy days of winter while focusing on new projects. The STOP VAW 

COMMITTEE PERTH COUNTY is excited to launch the I Know Someone “Sexual Violence Awareness and Poster 
Campaign”. The goals of the campaign are to reach the youth of Perth County to: increase awareness about 
sexual violence; introduce bystander skills so that people can safely intervene, when possible; empower 
students to recognize their role in ending sexual violence; and, highlight that prevention is a collective 
endeavour and that it is everyone’s business to keep others safe.  
 
Knowing the importance of peer-on-peer influence, the STOP VAW COMMITTEE PERTH COUNTY has developed a 
student team (lead by five volunteer, student educators) which goes into the high schools and presents the 
campaign material. The official launch took place at the February 13th committee meeting, where media was 
invited to learn more about this great initiative and to chat with the students and committee members. 
 
On February 14th, the STOP VAW COMMITTEE PERTH COUNTY once again invited the community to Rise – Sing – 
Dance … in support of “One Billion Rising”.  This year the committee joined with the OXFORD DOMESTIC ASSAULT 

REVIEW TEAM in spreading the invitation to support this global event, throughout both Counties. Flash-mob 
dances took place in Tillsonburg (at the OPP detachment), in Woodstock (in front of WOODSTOCK POLICE 

SERVICE), and at the East Zorra Tavistock Township office, and concluded in Stratford (in front of City Hall). 
The events were filmed and posted on YouTube. 
 
Plans are also in the works here in Perth County for a workshop on sexual violence and youth. This will take 
place in the fall of 2014, with further information to follow soon. 
 
Linda Armstrong, Coordinator, 
STOP VAW COMMITTEE PERTH COUNTY 
 
 
NEWS FROM WOMENATTHECENTRE:   
 
WOMENATTHECENTRE has been busy with the following initiatives: 
 
 “Women’s Court Watch” (www.womenatthecentre.com/category/courtwatch-blogs) 
 “A Fresh Breath: Assessing the Occurrence of Strangulation Among Abused Women and Increasing 

Safety” Research (e-mail: afreshbreath@womenatthecentre.com) 
 “Mothers and Sons Against Violence Against Women” 2014 Mount Kilimanjaro Summit 
 WOMENATTHECENTRE, Halton Chapter, Activities (www.thespec.com/opinion-story/4327302-it-s-going-to-

take-all-of-us-to-end-gendered-violence)  
 
For further information, please visit the WOMENATTHECENTRE website (www.womenatthecentre.com) or the 
BBW website (http://buildingabiggerwave.org). 
 
Nneka MacGregor, Executive Director, 
WOMENATTHECENTRE 
 

http://www.womenatthecentre.com/category/courtwatch-blogs
mailto:afreshbreath@womenatthecentre.com
http://www.thespec.com/opinion-story/4327302-it-s-going-to-take-all-of-us-to-end-gendered-violence
http://www.thespec.com/opinion-story/4327302-it-s-going-to-take-all-of-us-to-end-gendered-violence
http://www.womenatthecentre.com/
http://buildingabiggerwave.org/
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OXFORD DOMESTIC ASSAULT REVIEW TEAM (D.A.R.T.) CONFERENCE: 
 
On Wednesday March 26th, the Oxford D.A.R.T. offered a conference entitled, “Without Embarrassment or 
Guilt: Exploring the Effects of Sexual Violence”.  
 
This one-day event featured workshops by Professor Alan Leschied from the “Faculty of Education” at 
WESTERN UNIVERSITY, and Sheila Stevenson (an author, life coach, and speaker). 
 

                            
 

Also presented was the interactive play, “Tuned Out” – which was written and directed by Toni Wilson 
(Learning Coordinator – “Safe Schools”, THAMES VALLEY DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD). 
 
Diane Harris, Executive Director, 
INGAMO HOMES 
 
 
NEWS FROM THE KINGSTON FRONTENAC ANTI-VIOLENCE COORDINATING COMMITTEE: 
 
On April 9th, the KINGSTON FRONTENAC ANTI-VIOLENCE COORDINATING COMMITTEE (KFACC) presented “Social Media, 
Sexual Violence, and Youth” – a workshop for area service providers who work with adolescents and young 
adults. The event featured Carol Todd, from the AMANDA TODD LEGACY SOCIETY (www.amandatoddlegacy.org), 
and Julie Lalonde, project manager of www.Draw-the-line.ca (a provincial anti-sexual-violence campaign). 
The KFACC would like to thank CANADA’S DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE for helping make this event possible as part of 
“National Victims of Crime Awareness Week” (www.victimsweek.gc.ca). 
 
On May 5th, the KFACC will commemorate the revision of, and the community’s recommitment to, their 
“Partner Abuse Protocol” and “Sexual Assault Protocol”. This event will include special presentations and a 
signing ceremony to help illustrate and celebrate organizations working together to decrease domestic and 
sexual violence. 
 
The KFACC is also very pleased to welcome Donna Joyce, Manager of KINGSTON GENERAL HOSPITAL'S “Sexual 
Assault/Domestic Violence Program”, as incoming Chair of the committee. Donna officially begins her new 
role with the KFACC in April. She succeeds Lisa Fox, of KINGSTON INTERVAL HOUSE, who has very generously and 
proficiently served as the KFACC Chair, and Co-chair, for the past several terms. 
 
Francis Wooby, Coordinator, 
KINGSTON FRONTENAC ANTI-VIOLENCE COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
 

http://www.amandatoddlegacy.org/
http://www.draw-the-line.ca/
http://www.victimsweek.gc.ca/
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PEEL COMMITTEE AGAINST WOMAN ABUSE DECEMBER 6TH

 COMMEMORATIVE EVENT: 
 
The PEEL COMMITTEE AGAINST WOMAN ABUSE (PCAWA) held a very successful December 6th commemorative 
event at the TRINITY HALL COPTIC CENTRE in Mississauga, Peel Region. This free community-outreach and public-
education dinner event was coordinated by the PCAWA “Special Events Committee” and attended by close 
to 130 people. 
 
In attendance were the Mayor of Mississauga, Hazel McCallion, MP Brad Butt, MP Stella Ambler, and 
Councillor Ron Starr. Keynote speakers at the event were Susan Young (ONTARIO ASSOCIATION OF INTERVAL AND 

TRANSITION HOUSES), Sharon McBride (METIS NATION OF ONTARIO), and Loubna Zouggari and Oda Rutagengwa – 
on behalf of Dada Gasirabo (OASIS CENTRE DES FEMMES). 
 

   
 
Keynote speakers spoke to the experiences of violence faced by diverse women across Ontario, along with 
those in the communities they serve (including French and Aboriginal communities), and called on us to take 
action against continued incidences of gender-based violence. 
 
We were all moved by the emotional candle-lighting and rose ceremony, and enjoyed the empowering 
songs sung by three community members. Before the closing of the ceremony, there was an open-mike 
opportunity, and several community members and women survivors shared their stories of living through 
and surviving violence. 
 
The “Special Events Committee” also planned and implement our annual “International Women's Day” 2014 
event, which was held at the TRINITY HALL COPTIC CENTRE in Mississauga on Friday March 7th (from 5:30 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m.). The event featured wellness booths, a film, singers, performers, and a full dinner. 
 
For further details on this event, please visit our Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/pages/Peel-
Committee-Against-Woman-Abuse/321162981322389. 
 
Toni Francis, Coordinator, 
PCAWA 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Peel-Committee-Against-Woman-Abuse/321162981322389
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Peel-Committee-Against-Woman-Abuse/321162981322389
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REGIONAL CAS/VAW AGREEMENT FOR THE CENTRAL WEST REGION: 
 
On Friday November 1, 2013, CENTRAL WEST REGION – comprised of Peel, Halton, Dufferin, Wellington, and 
Waterloo – signed its first ever “Regional CAS/VAW Collaboration Agreement”.  As a region we have been 
working together since November 2012 to finalize a new, updated collaboration agreement between the 
child welfare and violence-against-women sectors.  
 
This new agreement focused on three important areas of work that will require ongoing collaboration: 
 

 engaging men 
 

 high-risk violence-against-women cases 
 

 child custody and access 
 
This new agreement, called “Collaboration in Practice”, is a result of courageous conversations, critical 
thinking, and a shifting of paradigms in responding to woman abuse. 
 

     
 
Congratulations to those who worked through this process, and to all the signatory agencies in the CENTRAL 

WEST REGION on this major accomplishment. It was an amazing piece of work that took about two full years 
to accomplish. 
 
“If you want to walk fast, walk alone. If you want to walk far, walk with others.” 
 
Sly Castaldi, Executive Director, 
GUELPH-WELLINGTON WOMEN IN CRISIS 
 

 

http://www.gwwomenincrisis.org/
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NO WRONG DOOR – IMPROVING COMMUNITY COORDINATION FOR PEOPLE WITH CONCURRENT MENTAL HEALTH, SUBSTANCE 

ABUSE, AND ABUSE/TRAUMA ISSUES: 
 
The SOUTH WEST REGIONAL VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN COORDINATING COMMITTEE is working with VAWCCs in Grey 
Bruce, London, Middlesex, Oxford, Windsor Essex, Sarnia Lambton, and Chatham Kent on an 18-month 
project to consult with women and men who are dealing with concurrent mental health, substance abuse, 
and abuse/trauma issues in their lives. The goals of the project are to: 
 

 identify strengths and gaps in the current service-system response for women and men seeking help to 
deal with these concurrent issues; 

 hear from women and men on how to better meet their service needs and engage them as critical 
partners in this work; and, 

 improve service coordination and collaboration for people with complex, concurrent issues, and 
develop regional strategies to strengthen the community response. 

 

The MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL SERVICES and participating VAWCCs are funding the “No Wrong Door” 
Project. The first phase occurred from January to March 2014. VAWCCs in each of our seven areas 
organized focus groups and interviews for women and men, to hear directly from them about their 
experiences with community services: What is working? What needs to change? Does the service response 
meet their needs?  How can service coordination be strengthened? How can the people who use services 
be involved as critical partners to improve the community response? Our focus groups experienced an 
amazing response, and at the end of March we took the findings and recommendations and created seven 
local reports.   
 
The second phase of the project begins in the May 2014. Focus-group participants, VAWCC members, and 
local service providers in each of the seven areas will meet for a half-day, local workshop. Together they will 
discuss the findings from their communities and build local strategies to: improve the way services are 
delivered; increase community coordination and collaboration; and, make recommendations for action.    
 
In September 2014, we will hold a “Southwest Regional Forum” and invite participants from all seven areas 
to a one-day workshop. Each area will present its findings and recommendations, and we will work together 
to develop regional strategies and an action plan to improve community coordination for people with 
concurrent mental health, substance abuse, and abuse/trauma issues. A final report on the project 
outcomes and recommendations will be available in early 2015, and we will post it on the BBW website. 
 
We know that all sectors need to work differently to truly provide a “no-wrong-door” response for women 
and men with these concurrent issues. This project is gaining rich information and creating opportunities to 
level the playing field between the users and providers of services. We hope it will engage women and men 
who use services and community providers, in a joint effort to make changes and improve our 
understanding of the best methods to support people with complex needs. The report from this Southwest 
Regional project should be of interest to other communities and provincial policy-makers who support a 
“no-wrong-door” model of service. 
 
Colleen Purdon, Regional Project Coordinator 
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“VIOLENCE AND PREGNANCY” WORKSHOP: 
 
On November 5, 2013, the SEXUAL ASSAULT AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE, LANARK COUNTY 
presented a workshop which focussed on the impact of violence on pregnancy. This full-day workshop 
offered participants an interactive day of learning about how domestic violence and sexual violence might 
impact a woman as she goes through the various stages of pregnancy: pre-natal, being pregnant, and post-
natal. Information on added risk factors, such as HIV infection, was also explored. 
 
The day opened with an incredible look into the life of one woman and her experiences with her abusive ex-
partner. She described how he controlled every aspect of her life from pre-pregnancy health, through what 
she ate and what she was able to do while pregnant, to his possessiveness with the child post-delivery. Her 
story left the audience with a new perspective on how wide-reaching abuse can be, and broke through 
some misconceptions by demonstrating that even when the abusive partner wants the pregnancy, his level 
of abuse and control can be devastating. 
 
Our committee worked in conjunction with the OTTAWA RAPE CRISIS CENTRE to develop and present this 
workshop, which also offered an overview of the impacts of violence on pregnancy. Sunny Mariner and Lisa 
Middleton facilitated the day and provided insight into the impacts of recent and historical sexual abuse on 
pregnancy. Lisa also shared tips on how mid-wives can support women when they know there is a history of 
sexual abuse. 
 
Mary Pat Bingley, from the PERTH AND SMITHS FALLS DISTRICT HOSPITAL, provided information on what hospital 
personnel might encounter when providing care and treatment to an abused woman who is pregnant. She 
also highlighted the need to find time to speak to the woman without her partner present, and awareness 
that even if every other aspect of the pregnancy goes well, labour may trigger unexpected reactions for a 
woman with a history of domestic or sexual violence. 
 
Deb Kinder, from HIV/AIDS REGIONAL SERVICES, spoke about the added risk factors many women face – 
particularly when HIV infection is present. Participants were educated on the stigma that exists for some of 
these women when receiving services. 
 
Break-out groups allowed participants from a broad range of agencies to discuss their policies and practices, 
explore barriers which exist, and discuss better ways to support women. Groups were presented with 
scenarios based on real women’s experiences to inform their discussions. 
 
Participant feedback was very positive, and some area doctors have expressed an interest in having this 
training provided at the local hospital. The SEXUAL ASSAULT AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE will be 
offering this workshop to member agencies for staff development, and is also willing to make presentations 
in other regions. 
 
For more information please contact us at: info@endabuseinlanark.ca. 
 

Jackie MacWilliam, Coordinator, 
SEXUAL ASSAULT AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE, LANARK COUNTY 

mailto:info@endabuseinlanark.ca
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DUFFERIN/CALEDON DOMESTIC ASSAULT REVIEW TEAM “SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS” CAMPAIGN: 
 
The DUFFERIN/CALEDON DOMESTIC ASSAULT REVIEW TEAM (DART) received funding from THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY 

AND SOCIAL SERVICES to develop a sexual assault awareness campaign – which includes print and social media – 
in an effort to improve system navigation for survivors of sexual violence. The DART committee decided that 
with the media's spotlight on teens "sexting", and discussions that the committee had about community 
concerns of young adults forwarding intimate pictures, this was a good campaign to tackle. With one push of 
a button, a picture is sent and can never be taken back. 
 
The DART developed a poster encouraging teens to “Do The Right Thing” and delete intimate images instead 
of forwarding them. It also reminded teens that there are consequences to forwarding non-consensual 
images of this type, and that doing so could lead to criminal charges and/or jail time. Posters will be placed 
throughout the community – including recreation centres, schools, and community organizations. The DART 
requested that each committee member send out an electronic blast of the poster to other agencies, and 
post it on their websites and social-media avenues (e.g., Facebook and Twitter), as well. If teens are using 
social media to communicate more than ever these days, then they are sure to see our message. The poster 
also included the DART website (http://dufferincaledondart.com) so that anyone who is in a vulnerable 
situation and needs support can access information on community organizations that can assist them. 
 

 
 

Along with the posters, the DART purchased just over 1000 cell phone holders, which include committee 
information and our tagline (#DoTheRightThing), that we will distribute to students at agency presentations 
to raise more awareness about the campaign. We have also placed the poster ad in local newspapers, in 
magazines, and on social-media sites. 
 
Sexual assault takes on many forms, and with communication and technology use being so prevalent, it is 
important that teens remember to use caution when sending pictures and “Do The Right Thing”. We hope 
this brings awareness to teens about the impact of sharing/sending explicit images through social media.  
 
Laura Moscatiello, Coordinator, 
DUFFERIN/CALEDON DOMESTIC ASSAULT REVIEW TEAM 

http://dufferincaledondart.com/
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SOUTHWEST REGION VAWCC MEETS WITH THE VVPD: 
 
On Friday February 21st, the SOUTHWEST REGION VAW COORDINATING COMMITTEE (SWRCC) met in London with 
Louise Stratford, the ASSISTANT DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL (ADAG) for the VICTIMS AND VULNERABLE PERSONS DIVISION 
(VVPD), Manager Darja Keith, and members of the VVPD regional office. 
 
The SWRCC invited the ADAG to meet in person after concerns were voiced about the lack of meaningful 
consultation with the VAW sector on the recent VVPD decision to make changes to PAR (PARTNER ASSAULT 

RESPONSE) and VCARS (VICTIM CRISIS ASSISTANCE AND REFERRAL SERVICES) programs and services. The SWRCC has 
heard from other committees in other parts of the province that these concerns are shared – this is not just 
an issue in the southwest. 
 
With the incredible breadth of experience and multi-disciplinary perspectives that exist at local VAWCC 
tables, the VAW sector could be a “strategic resource” for government instead of a “problem to be 
managed”. The VVPD has experienced considerable backlash this year in making changes under the 
“modernization” agenda that might have been avoided if there was greater value placed on true 
consultation and respect for front-line expertise in a way that is both felt by the relevant stakeholders and 
communicated widely. 
 
Emerging themes from discussions between the VVPD and SWRCC included: 
 

 We badly need leadership and shared vision at all levels of society. 
 

 We need to collaborate for social change; but, how do we do that within the sector and with 

government? 
 

 VAWCCs are an important and existing resource for the province. 

Your VAWCC has an important role to play in strengthening the Network. The “Trillium Project” affords us an 
opportunity to create the infrastructure that will allow us to communicate and share ideas and concerns.  
Please share this newsletter with your members and generate discussion about how you want to be involved 
provincially in “building a bigger wave” to end violence against women and children in Ontario. Let us know 
what is happening at your table. We need your leadership, passion, and ideas. 
 
The SWRCC is continuing to meet with government and political leaders. We are advocating for meaningful 
consultation, with cross-Ministry strategy sessions, on an ongoing basis. We want to engage our best 
strategists and collaborators in the province to think together with government leaders about how to 
advance a comprehensive and integrated provincial strategy. For us to be successful as a province, we have 
much work to do in building our BBW PROVINCIAL VAWCC NETWORK so that we can readily access our strengths 
and experiences.  
 
For more info on the SWRCC discussions, see the “New Imperative for Social Justice” on the BBW website at: 
http://buildingabiggerwave.org.  
 
 

http://buildingabiggerwave.org/


 

Page 19 Provincial VAWCC Newsletter 

 
 COMMUNITY PROJECTS AND UPDATES (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18) 

 
EXPLORING THE BBW NETWORK REACH – CONCERNS ABOUT CHANGES TO PAR: 
 
The SWRCC used the BBW Network in late January to determine whether or not other VAWCCs have been 
discussing changes to the PAR program. For further details, please read the SWRCC PAR letter posted on the 
BBW website (http://buildingabiggerwave.org). 
 
Issues such as this provide an opportunity for us to see how well the Network can make different concerns 
and ideas visible to committees across the province, and also reflect local perspectives. We are exploring the 
Network’s ability to facilitate connections. 
 
Do VAWCCs appreciate hearing about other committees? And does it stimulate greater conversation at the 
local tables?  
 
A total of 14 committees checked in, and at least three of these VAWCCs intend to write their own letters to 
the VVPD. We will post any comments from VAWCCs on the website under the SWRCC PAR letter.  
 
Committees discussing PAR program changes include: London, Middlesex, Windsor, Chatham-Kent, Oxford, 
Perth, Sarnia-Lambton, Grey & Bruce, Toronto, Ottawa, Brant, Haldimond-Norfolk, Kenora-Rainy River, 
District of Parry Sound, and Dufferin-Caledon. 
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