
 

 
Welcome to the second issue of the “Building a 
Bigger Wave” (BBW) newsletter for VAWCCs in 
Ontario. You will see a number of activities and 
actions that have taken place since our first issue 
was released in September. The BBW Network is 
growing as we increase our connections, learn how 
to mobilize on shared issues, and highlight the 
important work of VAW coordination. 
 
Much of the space in this edition of the newsletter 
has been devoted to reporting on the action item 
of “achieving something tangible together” as a 
Network (as described in the 2012 PROVINCIAL FORUM 

FINAL REPORT). For VAWCCs across the province, this 
meant organizing or participating in “Sisters in 
Spirit” (SIS) vigils and/or other similar activities on, 
or about, October 4th – to call attention to the 
nearly 600 missing and murdered Aboriginal 
women in Canada and demonstrate solidarity with 
the friends and family members of these women. 
 
Ontario’s VAWCCs met this challenge whole-
heartedly – with a large number of committees 
agreeing to support, participate in, or host SIS 
vigils. This was a strong response by the developing 
Network, and went a long way toward creating a 
coordinated, provincial impact regarding this 
important issue. 
 
The VAWCCs in the province also contributed to a 
much bigger picture through participation in this 
initiative. According to information from the NATIVE 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF CANADA (NWAC), 175 
communities from across the country (and around 
the world) participated in SIS vigils in 2012. By 
comparison, 84 communities held SIS vigils in 2011 
(after growing from only 11 in 2006). This is really 
what “building a bigger wave” of action is all about! 

It Begins With a Ripple … 

The newsletter is another way for VAWCCs to stay 
connected, discuss issues, and highlight innovative 
local, regional, and provincial initiatives and people. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the 
newsletter. Please share it with your VAWCC 
membership, and encourage them to contribute to 
the content of future issues. 
 
~ Margaret MacPherson and Linda Bangay ~ 
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BBW Working Group Reports 
 
Events and Projects Committee: 
 
Members of the “Sisters in Spirit” working group held a teleconference in early October. The willingness of 
35 VAWCCs in Ontario to support the October 4th vigil movement demonstrated a strong sense of solidarity 
with our Aboriginal sisters across the province, and realized the first goal of “achieving something tangible” 
as a Network in 2012. It was the first ripple in what we hope will become a much bigger wave. The working 
group will post a survey in the new year to assess the will of VAWCCs to continue in the building of this 
wave, and to look for lessons learned and ideas that can be shared. 
 
Funding Committee: 
 
“Southwest Region Coordinating Committee” (SWRCC) Proposal for the BBW Network 
  
The SWRCC is offering to write a proposal on behalf of the Network to request a 2-year grant from the 
ONTARIO TRILLIUM FOUNDATION to: 
 

 enhance the BBW website in 2013 and make it more interactive; 

 host the next BBW provincial Forum in 2014. 
 
To find out whether or not VAWCCs support the proposal, a survey will be distributed in January 2013 to 
solicit ideas and provide an opportunity for input regarding project parameters. Letters of support from 
VAWCCs will be sought prior to the March 1, 2013 deadline. Please talk with your VAWCC members at your 
next meeting to assess interest and support for the project. 
 
Next Steps for the BBW Network 
 
The January 2013 survey will ask questions about: 
 

 the evolution of the BBW Network so far; 

 each committee’s commitment to the “Sisters in Spirit” campaign in 2013 (with an opportunity to 
gather any lessons learned and to request new ideas); 

 the SWRCC project proposal to TRILLIUM (and will provide the opportunity for input). 
 

BBW Website 
 
Please ensure that your VAWCC is listed on the BBW website. If it’s not listed, please send your information 
to: info@buildingabiggerwave.org. 
 
Hardcopies of the 2012 BBW FORUM REPORTS are still available for any committee who would like to receive 
them. Each committee can receive up to 15 English and 15 French copies. Send your request to the website 
link listed above. Be sure to include the mailing address. 
 
Thanks to Francis Wooby for keeping us live and virtual! 

mailto:info@buildingabiggerwave.org
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Building a Bigger Wave With 

“Sisters in Spirit” (2012) 
 
 
A newsletter from the NATIVE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF CANADA (NWAC) reported the following: 
 
“This year we reached a record breaking high of 175+ “Sisters in Spirit” vigils taking place across Canada 
and internationally. Tens of thousands of concerned citizens attended vigils from coast to coast to coast. 
 
The NWAC is also pleased to announce strong participation from the international community, with SIS 
vigils being held in Bolivia, Mexico, Germany, and at nine venues in the United States. No other event in 
Canada brings so many Aboriginal communities and Canadian citizens together to specifically celebrate, 
honour, and support Aboriginal women and girls. United we demand action.” 
 
 

 
“There are so many people to thank 

for making October 4th such a success. 

Thank you to the communities for 

successfully completing the ‘ground work’ 

and for organizing such wonderfully 

solemn and peaceful events.” 

 

Michèle Audette, President, 

NATIVE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF CANADA 

  
 
 
One short year ago, VAWCCs met in Toronto for the “Building a Bigger Wave” Forum and made a 
commitment to support the “Sisters in Spirit” (SIS) campaign on, or about, October 4, 2012. This was an 
important first step for the BBW Network to explore regarding mobilization of the VAWCC community as a 
provincial body. We are learning together … what does it take and can we mobilize on shared issues?   
 
If we are to build a provincial wave of action to end violence against women, projects such as “Sisters in 
Spirit” provide the building blocks for learning. For our first year, the success was clear. All manner of effort 
was counted (no matter how small), because small actions add up when we are united under the larger 
vision of a violence-free society. 
 
Pages 4 to 9 of this newsletter include excerpts from a few of the local VAWCC vigil stories. Full stories can 
be found on the BBW website at: http://buildingabiggerwave.org. 
 
~ Margaret MacPherson ~ 
 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 … 
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BUILDING A BIGGER WAVE WITH “SISTERS IN SPIRIT” (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 
 
DRYDEN: 
 
The DRYDEN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE, the ONTARIO NATIVE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION, and HOSHIZAKI HOUSE DRYDEN 

DISTRICT CRISIS SHELTER collaborated to have a “Sisters in Spirit” remembrance on October 4, 2012. There was 
prayer, drumming, safety planning, and a slide show of pictures of missing and murdered Native women. 
 
The pictures of the women really “struck a chord” of how significant the losses have been. The most 
noteworthy part of the vigil, however, was that people did not let the cold, harsh weather prevent them 
from coming and supporting a cause that is close to their hearts. 
 
~ Kyla van Soest ~ 
 
 

DISTRICT OF PARRY SOUND: 
 
The “Sisters in Spirit” vigil in which our VAWCC (the “District of Parry Sound Domestic Violence Coordinating 
Committee”) participated was incorporated into a community event that had already been planned for 
October 10, 2012. This event is called the “Annual Walk for Community Safety” and is our version of “Take 
Back the Night” – except that we include men and boys and encourage them to participate. This is the 9th 
year that it has taken place. 
 
The event included a procession through the downtown core of Parry Sound, gathering with a guest 
speaker, and a community supper. Despite the rain and cold weather, we had approximately 70 participants 
– including community members from nearby First Nations, staff from social service agencies, members of 
the general public, students, and local politicians. One of our committee members from Wasauksing First 
Nation spoke about the “Sisters in Spirit” campaign and emphasized the importance of understanding that 
violence against Aboriginal women and girls was a community issue. In addition, the “Min We We” 
women’s drumming group and the “Little Spirit Singers” (also from Wasauksing First Nation) provided some 
wonderful music for the event, as they do every year. 
 
~ Linda Bangay ~ 
 
 

RENFREW COUNTY: 
 
The “Renfrew County Committee for Abused Women” partnered with the CIRCLE OF TURTLE LODGE and hosted 
a “Sisters in Spirit” vigil. The vigil was held on October 4, 2012 at the monument site on the “Emerald 
Necklace Trail” in the Town of Petawawa. The opening ceremony consisted of a welcoming song, with 
singers and drummers, and an opening prayer. During the silent walk to the monument site, a pinch of 
tobacco was carried and then deposited as an offering (with prayers) to the Creator. The ceremony ended 
with sharing stories, giving thanks, a moment of silence, and the “Strong Woman Song”. This event was very 
emotional for all who participated. 
 
~ Janet Gulliver ~ 
 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 … 
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 BUILDING A BIGGER WAVE WITH “SISTERS IN SPIRIT” (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4) 
 
SUDBURY: 
 
It was a misty, rainy day and soft rain drops intermingled with the mist. There is a Mohawk teaching which 
says that when a great person leaves for a “spirit journey”, the rain falls to wash away her footsteps from 
this earth. October 4, 2012 was that day for our missing and lost sisters. 
 
Sudbury held its first city-wide vigil for “Sisters in Spirit” on October 4, 2012. A respectable crowd of 150 
women, men, and children walked from the N’SWAKAMOK NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE down the street to TOM 

DAVIES SQUARE. The walk went through the area considered to be frequented by “street-involved women” – 
as a sign of respect and solidarity for all women. As we approached the square, women drummed with 
their hand drums to signify our approach. This was a solemn event, but we needed to let this city know that 
we were there. 
 
We were warmly greeted by Deputy Mayor, Joscelyn Landry-Altmann, who welcomed us into City Hall. A 
proclamation acknowledging October 4th of each year as “Sisters in Spirit Day”, and Sudbury’s commitment 
to fly the “Sisters in Spirit” flag, was read and signed by Mayor Marianne Matichuck. 
 

          
 
The “Sisters in Spirit” ceremony acknowledged the lives of missing and murdered Aboriginal women. The 
SIS flag was lowered to half-mast while the group drummed, the “Travelling Song” was sung, and coloured 
ribbons were tied to the flag pole to serve as a “medicine staff”. The colours signify the four directions – 
including the sky and the ground – and all of the places our sisters have been lost to us. This was done to 
allow these women the dignity to enter safely into the “spirit world” and begin their “spirit journeys”. The 
flag was then raised, and the “Strong Woman Song” was sung for all women, and for our lost sisters to 
remain strong. 
 
After the ceremony at TOM DAVIES SQUARE the group reconvened at the N’SWAKAMOK NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
for a traditional feast of wild game meat pies, strawberries, corn soup, wild rice casserole, and bannock. 
 
It was important to honour our lost and stolen sisters with this ceremony, for many of these women and 
girls have never been found after being so unceremoniously discarded. Their lives mattered. 
 
Their memories were brought to mind this day as we celebrated their lives. 
 
~ Sandra Fox ~ 
 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 … 
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BUILDING A BIGGER WAVE WITH “SISTERS IN SPIRIT” (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5) 
 
LONDON, ONTARIO: 
 
In commemoration of the over 600 missing and murdered Indigenous sisters, ATLOHSA NATIVE FAMILY HEALING 

SERVICES and the London and Middlesex County “Coordinating Committees to End Woman Abuse” held a vigil 
on October 4, 2012. Together we honoured the families that are at the centre of this movement and shared 
memories of our mothers, daughters, sisters, aunts, and grandmothers. This demonstrated that Aboriginal 
women and girls are loved and valued and showed support for those who have experienced irreparable 
harm to their families. We were joined by a record-breaking number of similar events – which took the form 
of candle-light vigils, workshops, marches, gatherings, meals, and moments of silence. 
 
These events, and the signing of a public petition that indicates the commitment of Native and non-Native 
communities in addressing the alarmingly-high rates of violence against Aboriginal women and girls, 
demonstrated a unified front on this issue. Copies of the petition were also distributed to “Sisters in Spirit” 
vigils worldwide, and will be presented to the federal government by the NATIVE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF 

CANADA. The petition calls for a national public inquiry into this issue, and outlines how the decision-making 
process and implementation of this inquiry, as well as any related research, education, and policy initiatives 
should be designed and led by Aboriginal women themselves. Recommendations made by Aboriginal 
women and girls should form a comprehensive and coordinated national action plan to address the severity 
of the violence, oppression, and discrimination that Aboriginal women and girls face daily (in a way that 
actually translates into increased feelings of safety and access to justice). 
 
As people trickled into the front room of ATLOHSA on October 4th, community members distributed buttons 
and resources, signed the petition, made signs, and wrote women’s names on prayer stones. Some signs 
contained missing women’s names and stories, while others read, "It matters to us!”.  
 
We started the afternoon with an “Opening Smudge”, “Thanksgiving Address”, the “Strong Woman Song”, 
and a “Tobacco Offering”. This was followed by a presentation on “Kanawayhitowin” (taking care of each 
other’s spirits). Next, we acknowledged water, strawberries, and the Grandfathers as we handed out prayer 
stones made by the “Kanawayhitowin” women's group and members of ATLOHSA'S community mural project. 
It was a powerful moment as we then flooded onto the sidewalks, led by Indigenous women. Singing and 
drumming together, we carried the stones and our sisters with us from ATLOHSA, down Dundas Street, to MY 

SISTER’S PLACE for a feast – and placed these prayer stones on a stone altar before gathering inside to hear 
welcoming remarks from local leaders. Inspiring words were shared by a representative of the CAW UNION, 
as well as the President of “Deshkan Ziibi”, the local chapter of the ONTARIO NATIVE WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION. 
 

                                       
 

“Yaw^ko”, “Miigwetch”, “Nia^wah”, and “Thank You” to everyone who worked to make the day a success 
and continues to be devoted to strengthening our communities and nations. 
 
~ Cortney Dakin ~ 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 … 
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BUILDING A BIGGER WAVE WITH “SISTERS IN SPIRIT” (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6) 
 
LONDON, ONTARIO (CONTINUED): 
 
The following information card was distributed to participants during the 2012 “Sisters in Spirit” event: 
 
 

                                                        
 
 
PERTH COUNTY: 
 
In October 2012, the “Stop Violence Against Women Coordinating Committee of Perth County” was able 
to recognize and honour the “Sisters in Spirit” campaign. In an attempt to bring awareness to the events 
taking place on October 4th across our country, and more specifically our county, the committee released 
articles to several local media outlets, including online newspapers and local print press. As well, a letter 
to the editor in response to these articles was submitted. Members of the committee also participated in 
the online candlelight vigil to honour missing and murdered Aboriginal women. 
 
The “Stop Violence Against Women Coordinating Committee of Perth County” was also able to make 
financial contributions to the “North Perth Violence Against Women Advisory Committee”, who held a 
“Sisters in Spirit” vigil in Listowel. 
 
The “North Perth” committee combined their annual “Take Back the Night” march with this “Sisters in 
Spirit” event on October 4th, by lighting candles and viewing a slide show honouring murdered and missing 
Aboriginal women across Canada. 
 
Joining the committee in recognizing this important event were the RED SKY SINGERS and drummers from 
the MUNSEE DELAWARE NATION, who provided drumming and singing for the evening. Mary Lou Smoke, from 
SMOKE SIGNALS FIRST NATIONS RADIO, was also in attendance and spoke about her life experiences, including 
the loss of her sister (who was murdered). 
 
~ Jodi Houston ~ 
 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 … 
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BUILDING A BIGGER WAVE WITH “SISTERS IN SPIRIT” (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7) 
 
WINDSOR: 
 
The community of Windsor held our second annual SIS vigil on October 4th, in honour of missing and 
murdered First Nations women, children, and their families. 
 
The evening vigil was held along the river front at DIEPPE GARDENS. The event began with participants 
gathering in a huge circle for a welcoming song, followed by the reading of a proclamation and joint 
statement. A pinch of tobacco was given to everyone in attendance, and the lighting of candles then took 
place. The names of the more than 583 missing and murdered Aboriginal women and girls in Canada were 
also read aloud. 
 
Seventeen years ago, Diane Dobson, a local community member, was murdered. It’s sad to say that to this 
day her murder is still unsolved. She was honoured with the singing of “The Strong Woman” song. 
 
During the singing of the “Water Song”, everyone walked to the water and tossed their tobacco in, and 
then offered their prayers. The “National Inquiry” petition was read and, without question, signed. The 
vigil came to a close, and everyone who came was thanked with the singing of the “Traveling Song”. 
 
 

      
 
 
A “Thank You” is extended to community partners CAN-AM URBAN NATIVE HOMES, the CAN-AM FRIENDSHIP 

CENTRE, and the KUNHIYO PROGRAM for their generous support. As well, thanks goes out to the women’s 
drumming group and the local media. A special “Yow^ko” is also offered to the Creator for providing a 
nice warm day for the event. 
 
~ Wendy Sickles ~ 
 
 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 … 
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 BUILDING A BIGGER WAVE WITH “SISTERS IN SPIRIT” (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8) 
 
OWEN SOUND: 
 
The “Grey Bruce Violence Prevention Committee” in collaboration with the MÉTIS NATION OF ONTARIO, Grey 
Owen Sound, held our first “Sisters in Spirit” vigil in Owen Sound on October 4th on a beautiful fall evening. 
Many people wore the colour red to honour missing and murdered Aboriginal women. The NATIVE WOMEN’S 

ASSOCIATION OF CANADA provided petitions, buttons, small flags, and much-needed encouragement. 
 
Things came together very quickly; it was a true grassroots response. Many committee members, 
Aboriginal people from all walks of life, politicians, and women and men of all ages attended. 
 
The SIS vigil began at 6:30 p.m. and was followed by the “Take Back the Night” march. It was deeply 
touching and moving – “striking a chord” with the more than 40 people who came and the many others 
who called in or e-mailed tributes. For some it was the first time they had been exposed to Aboriginal 
culture through smudging, singing, and stories. Former poet laureate, Liz Zetlin, spoke two poems which 
stressed the power of the spoken word and the strength and beauty of women. Thirteen candles were lit – 
one for each of the Grandmother moons. 
 
Each person was also invited to take a stone with the initials of a missing or murdered woman from 
Ontario. The stones were polished in people’s hands, placed in the river, or put in pockets or other special 
places. They will help people remember the Aboriginal women (and all women) lost to violence. Three 
pages of petition signatures were also gathered as a result of the “Sisters in Spirit” vigil. 
 
Many people came back to the MÉTIS CENTRe for tea, cookies, and conversation. The vigil (and subsequent 
march) was a peaceful, reflective, community-building event. Its effects will resonate long afterward. Other 
workshops and ideas are now percolating in an effort to “drum up” interest in growing this event in 2013, 
and building on the awareness that was raised that night. 
 
Community members have said they felt part of a bigger community and want to keep that “fire burning”. 
It was also an important awareness-building event – many participants did not know the tragedy of missing 
and murdered Aboriginal women in Canada, or the impact on their families and communities. 
 
People came together and were generous and supportive of what we were trying to do. Everyone 
understood that when one of us is diminished or forgotten, we are all diminished; but, when we come 
together in peace and respect we are “all of one good mind”, and we are community in the best sense of 
the word. 
 
~ Colleen Purdon ~ 
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Advocacy Corner 

 NIAGARA REGION 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE REPORT CARD 

 
The NIAGARA REGION DOMESTIC VIOLENCE REPORT CARD 
2011-2012 is the third Report Card that examines 
the response to domestic violence within the 
Niagara Region. Historically, these reports have 
raised awareness on the experiences of women 
who have suffered domestic violence, and have 
advocated for improvements to the services 
provided for them within the Niagara Region. 
 
The current Report Card builds and expands upon 
previous reports in order to highlight the struggles, 
challenges, and strengths of the current system. 
"The system matters" best describes the overall 
tone and evocation of this current report. Relying 
on detailed interviews and focus groups with 23 
women and 67 service providers, the 2011-2012 
Report Card examines the personal stories of 
women who were abused to demonstrate that 
power and control is present not only in their 
personal lives, but is also encountered once they 
decide to leave their violent relationships. 
 
Additionally, interviews and focus groups with 
service providers from across the Niagara Region 
reveal how challenging and difficult working on the 
issue of domestic violence can be. Findings in this 
report include: the pervasive presence of fear in the 
lives of victims; the isolation and lack of services for 
rural communities; the importance of collaboration 
and expertise; and, the absence of appropriate 
services for men. 
 
The NIAGARA REGION DOMESTIC VIOLENCE REPORT CARD is 
a unique and engaging examination of one 
community's attempt to understand this issue and 
move towards improving the response to 
violence against women. 
 
~ Ian DeGeer ~ 

FEDERAL “MOTION 312” IS DEFEATED 
 
Thanks to the efforts of such groups as “Lead Now” 
(www.leadnow.ca/defend-our-reproductive-rights), 
and the willingness of individual Canadians to speak 
out about attacks on women’s reproductive rights, a 
motion to study the “Criminal Code's” definition of 
when human life begins was defeated in the HOUSE 

OF COMMONS on September 26, 2012. 
 

 
 
MPs voted 203 to 91 against MOTION 312, which was 
sponsored by Conservative MP Stephen Woodworth. 
This private member's motion sought to set up a 
committee to study how the “Criminal Code” defines 
when life begins. The provision, in the homicide 
section of the code, indicates that a child becomes a 
human being when it has fully left its mother's body. 
 
Although Prime Minister Stephen Harper opposed 
the motion and voted against it, some members of 
his cabinet voted in favour of it. Those included: 
IMMIGRATION MINISTER, Jason Kenney; PUBLIC WORKS 
and STATUS OF WOMEN MINISTER, Rona Ambrose; HOUSE 

LEADER, Peter Van Loan; INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION 

MINISTER, Julian Fantino; TRADE MINISTER, Ed Fast; 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS MINISTER, Peter Penashue; 
AGRICULTURE MINISTER, Gerry Ritz; and, NATIONAL 

REVENUE MINISTER, Gail Shea. 
 
Woodworth stated that he hoped a debate would 
convince Canadians to oppose abortion. Critics said 
the motion was an excuse to re-open the abortion 
debate in Canada and set limits on the procedure. 
 
Source: CBC News website (2012) 

 
 

 

 

 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11 … 
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DEALING WITH 
DIFFERENCES OF OPINION WITHIN VAWCCS 

RE: THE COALITION FOR GUN CONTROL 
 
Founded in the wake of the Montreal Massacre, 
the COALITION FOR GUN CONTROL strives to support 
strategies to reduce gun death, injury, and crime.  
 
In the fall of 2012, the federal government 
destroyed the national long-gun registry data. 
Leading up to the dismantling of the registry, the 
COALITION sent out e-mail calls for support.  Two of 
these were sent to the BBW Network to inform 
VAWCCs about the issue, and to encourage them 
to add their voices in opposing this action. 
 
The question of how VAWCCs as a whole decide on 
whether or not to support specific issues is a very 
important one. A challenge raised by any member 
deserves discussion if a committee is to make 
informed decisions.  The newsletter working group 
felt that the two sides of this particular discussion 
would be of interest (and, perhaps, of help) to 
other VAWCCs. 
 
Some VAWCCs reported that the call for assistance 
created tensions between committee members 
who wanted to respond in support and those who 
objected to the language used by the COALITION – 
specifically, the use of the term “unregulated trade 
of firearms” (http://guncontrol.ca/). 
 
In some cases, VAWCC police members believed 
that the term “unregulated” was “inaccurate”. As 
one officer stated, “Members of the public still 
have to apply for a POSSESSION ACQUISITION LICENCE, 
which can be revoked quickly and easily by the 
CHIEF FIREARMS OFFICER.” While the officer did 
acknowledge that the gun registry was an 
important tool, and that the ONTARIO CHIEFS OF 

POLICE supported the gun registry, he rejected the 
idea that gun trade is unregulated. 
 
 

One committee contacted the COALITION FOR GUN 

CONTROL to describe this challenge and request a 
response. COALITION representative, Amelie 
Baillargeon, provided a reply by e-mail. She 
maintained that use of the word “unregulated” 
was accurate because in Canada “there will no 
longer be any way to trace these 7.1 million guns 
when they are found or recovered in crime. 
Without any records of who owns these guns, 
there is also less incentive for gun owners to 
report thefts or store their guns responsibly”. 
 
As well, licensing rules have been changed 
through Bill C-19 to remove “the legal obligation 
that anyone selling a gun must verify that the 
person buying holds a valid licence”. The full 
response from Amelie is on the BBW website. 
 
This situation raises interesting questions: 
 
What is the process by which your VAWCC 
decides whether or not to support issues? 
 
Does your committee take time for discussion 
when there are differences of opinion between 
sectors or organizations? 
 
Does your VAWCC take public positions on 
issues locally or provincially? 
 
As well, one VAWCC representative requested 
that the Network not send this type of e-mail as 
her committee doesn’t want to be approached 
in this way for support. Do other VAWCCs feel 
similarly? 
 
These are questions and issues that can provide 
input into the Network’s direction and evolution. 
The “Members” section of the BBW website also 
provides a forum for such discussions, and 
questions have been posted there for anyone 
interested in providing feedback. 
 
 

 

ADVOCACY CORNER (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10) 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 … 

 

http://guncontrol.ca/


 

Page 12 

 

Provincial VAWCC Newsletter  

ADVOCACY CORNER (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11) 

NATIVE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF CANADA 
CALLS FOR A NATIONAL INQUIRY INTO 

MISSING AND MURDERED 
ABORIGINAL WOMEN 

 
The NWAC is asking for support from all 
Canadians with respect to requesting a public 
inquiry into missing and murdered Aboriginal 
women in our country, and is hopeful the issue 
will finally get the attention it deserves. 
 
“There has been good, strong, and solid dialogue 
on the need for a NATIONAL FRAMEWORK OF ACTION 

and a NATIONAL PUBLIC INQUIRY to address this 
issue,” said NWAC President, Michèle Audette. 
“We are hopeful that all governments will follow 
Saskatchewan’s lead in supporting the call for a 
NATIONAL PUBLIC INQUIRY.” 
 
President Audette cautioned that, “We bear 
witness to the call for a NATIONAL FRAMEWORK OF 

ACTION and a NATIONAL PUBLIC INQUIRY, and the 
commitment made by Provincial and Territorial 
representatives to raise this issue with their 
respective governments; but, before we take 
those next steps, know that this will only 
succeed if Aboriginal women are engaged and 
included in all stages, from the design, to the 
decision-making, to the process planning and 
implementation.”  
 
Petitions to support this request were signed at 
many SIS vigils on October 4th. Widespread 
backing for such an inquiry is a crucial step in 
implementing comprehensive and coordinated 
action to address the scale and severity of 
violence faced by Aboriginal women and girls. 
 
Your committee may support the petition at: 
 
nwac.ca/sites/default/files/download/NWAC/20
12%20NWAC%20Inquiry%20Petition_FINAL.pdf 

CUTS TO THE 
“COMMUNITY START-UP AND 

MAINTENANCE BENEFIT” 
 
HALDIMAND AND NORFOLK WOMEN’S SERVICES and the 
JUSTICE FOR WOMEN REVIEW TEAM OF HALDIMAND AND 

NORFOLK have written a number of MPPs to 
advocate for a reversal to cuts to the 
“Community Start-Up and Maintenance Benefit” 
(CSUMB) – for people receiving money from 
“Ontario Works” and the “Ontario Disability 
Support Program”. 
 
An e-mail was forwarded to the BBW Network in 
November to ask VAWCCs to contact their 
respective MPPs to demonstrate solidarity across 
the province on the issue. Interested VAWCCs 
can view a sample letter posted on the BBW 
website under the “News and Events” section. 
 
People receiving social assistance will be at 
greater risk of homelessness (and will suffer in 
other ways) if the provincial government’s plan 
regarding the CSUMB is realized. 
 
“The Real Cost of Cutting the Community Start-
Up and Maintenance Benefit: A Health Equity 
Impact Assessment” report calls on the provincial 
government to halt these cutbacks and reinstate 
the $67 million in funding that would be 
eliminated under this proposal. 
 
The November 2012 report by the Toronto-based 
WELLESLEY INSTITUTE can be accessed through the 
following link: 
 
www.wellesleyinstitute.com/wp-
content/uploads/2012/11/The-Real-Cost-of-
Cutting-CSUMB1.pdf 
 
Further information about these proposed 
reductions, and suggestions for actions to oppose 
the cuts, can be found on page 15 of this 
newsletter. 
 

http://nwac.ca/sites/default/files/download/NWAC/2012%20NWAC%20Inquiry%20Petition_FINAL.pdf
http://nwac.ca/sites/default/files/download/NWAC/2012%20NWAC%20Inquiry%20Petition_FINAL.pdf
http://incomesecurityus4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=095b12c98935ecaadd327bf90&id=db4b411c11&e=d2d6b61e7b
http://incomesecurityus4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=095b12c98935ecaadd327bf90&id=db4b411c11&e=d2d6b61e7b
http://incomesecurityus4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=095b12c98935ecaadd327bf90&id=db4b411c11&e=d2d6b61e7b
http://www.wellesleyinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/The-Real-Cost-of-Cutting-CSUMB1.pdf
http://www.wellesleyinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/The-Real-Cost-of-Cutting-CSUMB1.pdf
http://www.wellesleyinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/The-Real-Cost-of-Cutting-CSUMB1.pdf
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Community Projects 
 
 
WOMEN’S MONUMENT PROJECT: 
 
For the past six years, a small group of inspired women from the “Renfrew County Committee for Abused 
Women” has been working to create a permanent, public monument in Renfrew County to honour and 
grieve local women who have been abused and murdered by men. There are 15 women in the County of 
Renfrew (that we are aware of) who have been murdered by men. 
 
In addition to providing a permanent remembrance to these women, the monument will also raise 
awareness of violence against women and inspire hope for change as women and men work together to 
create a community where women are safe, respected, and free from violence and abuse. 
 
Our work involved a long search for possible sites and lengthy negotiations while seeking acceptance for 
the monument. Finally, in September of 2011, the “Women’s Monument Project” received official word 
from the Town of Petawawa, who agreed to provide a home for the monument on the “Emerald Necklace 
Trail”. This is a beautiful and peaceful location along a walking trail near the Petawawa River. Excitement 
started to build within the group, and there was no stopping us.   
 
Monument designers are Cormac artist and blacksmith, Lydia Vanderstaal, and Mary Crnkovich 
(owner/operator of TOUCH STONE MASONRY in Killaloe). Together they have created a beautiful design that 
marries Lydia’s metal work with Mary’s stone work in a naturally-beautiful setting near rapids on the 
Petawawa River. The area is currently under construction, with three, 8-foot-tall, sculptured women 
already located at the site. We are hoping to have the unveiling of the monument in the spring of 2013. 
 

 
 
For more information about this project, contact Janet at rccawcoordinator@gmail.com, or visit the 
website at www.rccaw.ca. 
 
~ Janet Gulliver ~ 
 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 … 
 

mailto:rccawcoordinator@gmail.com
http://www.rccaw.ca/
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COMMUNITY PROJECTS (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13) 
 
“IF YOU SEE IT, SPEAK IT” PROJECT: 
 
The “IF YOU SEE IT, SPEAK IT” project has been implemented by the “District of Parry Sound Domestic Violence 
Coordinating Committee” each November since 2009 (during “Woman Abuse Awareness Month”) for the 
Grade 10 students at Parry Sound High School (in Parry Sound) and Almaguin Highlands Secondary School 
(in South River). 
 
The project was initiated in response to the fact that “violence against women has become all too common 
in Canada. It includes acts (or threats) of emotional/psychological, physical, and sexual abuse. In addition, 
there are approximately 20 to 30 cases of domestic homicide every year in Ontario – most often with 
women as the victims.” 
 
“In many incidents of violence against women, other people have known about the abuse, but didn’t know 
what to do about it. Silence among young people is especially prevalent. The project strives to provide 
teens with the information needed to help others (particularly females) who are experiencing violence, and 
encourages bystanders to speak up when they witness any type of abuse.” 
 
Dawn Novak has been instrumental in developing and implementing the project in the District of Parry 
Sound. Dawn is the mother of Natalie Novak – who was murdered by her ex-boyfriend in 2006. Natalie was 
one of 29 women murdered in Ontario that year by their partners or ex-partners. 
 
Dawn has been the keynote speaker for the “IF YOU SEE IT, SPEAK IT” project since its inception in 2009. She 
and her husband (Ed Novak) have developed an incredible short film (“If Only … Nat’s Story”) for her 
presentations. A trailer for this film can be viewed on the MUSKOKA WOMEN’S ADVOCACY GROUP website at: 
http://mwagsite.wix.com/mwagsite#!on-film. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

ON MAY 15, 2006, NATALIE NOVAK WAS MURDERED BY HER 

FORMER BOYFRIEND. ALTHOUGH NATALIE STILL RESIDED IN 

MUSKOKA, SHE WAS ATTENDING RYERSON UNIVERSITY IN 

TORONTO, ONTARIO AT THE TIME OF HER MURDER. NATALIE 

WAS 20 YEARS OLD. 
 
NATALIE MET HER KILLER WHEN SHE WAS 18. THEY DATED, ON 

AND OFF AGAIN, FOR SIXTEEN MONTHS, UNTIL THE NIGHT OF HER 

MURDER. 
 
“IF ONLY … NAT’S STORY”, IS A 34-MINUTE VIDEO CREATED TO 

EDUCATE AND BROADEN KNOWLEDGE REGARDING ABUSIVE, 
VIOLENT RELATIONSHIPS.  
 
NATALIE’S PARENTS, ED AND DAWN, AND A GROUP OF PEOPLE 

CLOSE TO NATALIE AND HER CASE CANDIDLY SHARE WHAT THEY 

HAVE LEARNED AND EXPERIENCED, IN THE HOPE THAT THE STORY 

CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE PREVENTION OF SIMILAR 

TRAGEDIES. THE VIDEO REMINDS US ALL THAT VICTIMS OF ABUSE 

AND VIOLENCE ARE INDIVIDUALS AND NOT SIMPLY STATISTICS. 
 
Dawn has been presenting “If Only…” and 
Natalie’s story to school audiences and 
conferences throughout Ontario for the past 

DAWN HAS PRESENTED “IF ONLY …” AND NATALIE’S STORY 

TO SCHOOL AUDIENCES AND CONFERENCES THROUGHOUT 

ONTARIO FOR THE PAST FIVE YEARS. “IF ONLY …” HAS AN 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FOR ALL STUDENTS, PARENTS, AND 

PROFESSIONALS, AND THE PUBLIC IN GENERAL REGARDING 

ABUSIVE AND VIOLENT RELATIONSHIPS.  
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR TO BOOK A PRESENTATION OF 

“IF ONLY … NAT’S STORY”, CONTACT THE NOVAKS DIRECTLY 

AT: EDANDDAWNNOVAK@GMAIL.COM. 
 
 

 

http://mwagsite.wix.com/mwagsite#!on-film
mailto:edanddawnnovak@gmail.com
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 Ontario’s “Sexual Violence Action Plan” 

 The ONTARIO COALITION OF RAPE CRISIS CENTRES 
(OCRCC) is an equity-seeking network of women 
from autonomous rape crisis/sexual assault 
centres, which is committed to leading social 
transformation that prevents and eliminates 
sexual violence. Our membership includes sexual 
assault centres from all across Ontario.  
 
Sexual assault statistics are alarming. 51% of all 
Canadian women have experienced at least one 
incident of sexual or physical violence (Statistics 
Canada, 1993). In addition, women from 
marginalized racial, sexual, and socioeconomic 
groups are more vulnerable to being targeted for 
sexual harassment and sexual assault (Wolfe and 
Chiodo, 2008). Despite the prevalence of sexual 
violence, less than 10% of women who are 
sexually assaulted in Canada report this to the 
police. Many women do not report these sexual 
assaults due to humiliation or the fear of being re-
victimized by the legal process (Assessing Violence 
Against Women: A Statistical Profile, 2002).   
 
When it comes to accessing systems meant to 
support survivors of violence, survivors of sexual 
violence encounter different barriers and stigma 
than those affected by other crimes. 
 

In recognition of this, the concept of a “Sexual 
Violence Action Plan” first made it onto the 
provincial government agenda nearly 10 years ago. 
The ONTARIO WOMEN’S DIRECTORATE supported a 
strategy, and worked directly with the OCRCC and 
other anti-violence allies. Our message to policy-
makers during this time remained consistent: 
 

1. “Listen to survivors of sexual violence and 
women’s advocates.” 

2. “Acknowledge that different women experience 
sexual violence − and are targeted for acts of 
sexual violence − differently.”  

3. “Create an ACTION PLAN that envisions an Ontario 
where all women are safe from all forms of 
sexual violence and the threat of sexual violence 
in their homes, workplaces, places of education, 
and in their communities.” 

 
The ONTARIO WOMEN’S DIRECTORATE announced a 
four-year “Sexual Violence Action Plan” in March of 
2011. Recent ACTION PLAN initiatives include: 
 

 developing and implementing public education 
campaigns (see: www.draw-the-line.ca/about); 

 providing time-limited financial contributions to 
sexual assault centres (e.g., for outreach 
strategies in northern regions); 

 refining the current standards concerning how 
SEXUAL ASSAULT/DOMESTIC VIOLENCE TREATMENT 

CENTRES respond to drug-facilitated sexual 
assault; 

 expanding the “Language Interpreter Services” 
program to include women experiencing sexual 
assault and human trafficking; 

 launching a number of anti-human-trafficking 
initiatives. 

 
Stay tuned for more ACTION PLAN initiatives! For 
further information on the ONTARIO COALITION OF 

RAPE CRISIS CENTRES or the “Sexual Violence Action 
Plan”, please contact Nicole Pietsch by e-mail at: 
ocrcccoordinator@hotmail.com. 
 

 

 

 
 

Announcement of the “Sexual Violence Action Plan” (2011) 
 

Left to right: Sly Castaldi, OCRCC EXECUTIVE; Jean-Franḉois 
Mouè, PRESIDENT, ACTION ONTARIENNE CONTRE LA VIOLENCE FAITE 

AUX FEMMES; Maria Van Bommel, MPP OF LAMBTON-KENT 

MIDDLESEX; Honourable Laurel Broten, MINISTER RESPONSIBLE 

FOR WOMEN’S ISSUES; Honourable Chris Bentley, FORMER 

MINISTER OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL; Jacqueline Benn-John, PAST 

OCRCC PRESIDENT; Kim Allen, OCRCC PRESIDENT.  

 
 

http://www.draw-the-line.ca/
mailto:ocrcccoordinator@hotmail.com
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NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 
 
If you want to make a contribution to the March 2013 edition of the BBW newsletter, please send your 
articles and images to Linda Bangay at: lindab@daphnewymn.com. Submissions are due on Wednesday 
February 20, 2013. A reminder will be sent out one month in advance. Thank you for your participation! 

 

 

Cuts to the “Community Start-Up 
and Maintenance Benefit” 

 

In January 2013, the government of Ontario will cut 50% of the funding for the “Community Start-Up and 

Maintenance Benefit” (CSUMB). The other half of the CSUMB money will go to municipal housing and 

homelessness programs that serve an even larger pool of low-income people. This cost-cutting measure 

will likely have an adverse impact on the health and well-being of many individuals and communities.  

The CSUMB has been available to “Ontario Works” (OW) and “Ontario Disability Support Program” (ODSP) 

recipients who are facing difficult situations. This benefit has been used to: secure housing by people 

leaving shelters or hospitals; pay rent arrears in order to avoid eviction; pay utility arrears in order to 

avoid having water or heat cut off during the winter months; and, purchase basic household items (e.g., a 

bed or mattress). Currently in Ontario, 16,000 people a month rely on this vital benefit.  

In the violence-against-women sector, the CSUMB has enabled women and their children to flee domestic 

violence situations and secure safe housing. Without access to this benefit, some immigrants and 

refugees – many of whom are fleeing war, and are experiencing trauma and economically-precarious 

conditions – wouldn’t be able to afford housing in Ontario upon arrival. For people accessing drop-ins and 

shelters, and struggling with extreme poverty, substandard housing and homelessness, mental and 

physical health disabilities, and addictions, reductions to the CSUMB will likely result in increased poverty, 

homelessness, marginalization, and hardship. Further information can be found on the ONTARIO COALITION 

AGAINST POVERTY website at: www.ocap.ca. To help combat these cuts, you can also do the following: 

1. Send an e-mail (automatically) to relevant Ministers, urging them to restore the CSUMB. Your e-mail 

will also be sent to Opposition critics. Then forward the link to your friends, colleagues, and clients. 

2. Download the template letter and circulate it to your friends, colleagues, and clients. Ask them to sign 

the letter and then send it on to their respective MPPs. 

3. Contact your local MPP to ask for a meeting. Tell her/him how eliminating the CSUMB will negatively 

affect your community. Ask the MPP what s/he is going to do to help restore the CSUMB. 

4. If you receive OW or ODSP and have expenses that could make you eligible for CSUMB, make sure that 

you contact your caseworker to apply for funding before the program ends on December 31, 2012. 

5. If you work with people receiving OW or ODSP, here is a toolkit that you can use to help them apply. 

mailto:lindab@daphnewymn.com
http://www.ocap.ca/
http://incomesecurity.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=095b12c98935ecaadd327bf90&id=cea68adbe2&e=d2d6b61e7b
http://incomesecurity.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=095b12c98935ecaadd327bf90&id=6ac220eb63&e=d2d6b61e7b
http://incomesecurity.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=095b12c98935ecaadd327bf90&id=1fb195f2f9&e=d2d6b61e7b

